676-7]       The Association of Civilised States        295

3.   THE ASSOCIATION OF CIVILISED STATES.

As the division of society into classes originated largely
from the natural conditions of social life, so the social union
of states, international society, is a product of the play of
like and unlike interests, where the relative power of the
various states has a decisive influence.

There is only one permanent difference between a society
made up of individuals and the general international society
of states. It lies in the fact that the latter is always directed
by the free self-regulating power which is the universal
condition of the origin of social life; and that in consequence
there is a total absence of such influences as proceed from
a superior social will. For humanity as a whole, a society
will always be the highest form of union possible, at least
within any future that we can now anticipate.

This higher form of human society, where the relations
between states is like that between the citizens of a single
state in the primary form, is wholly a product of modern
civilisation. True, there have always been differences of
power and consequence among nations, such as now form the
basis of the international commonwealth. But they had no
permanent recognitioju Supremacy was maintained merely
by the direct exercise of superior force in war, or by the
consequences thus brought about. Such a condition of
affairs is represented by the alliances and feudal relationships
of former times, which were as far removed from an actual
international commonwealth as the relation between freemen
and slaves or serfs is from a social organisation. Not until
the rise of the modern commonwealth of states do we find
the beginning of a condition where all states, the least $$
well as the greatest, are allowed the same freedom and
equality that the State gives to its individual citizens; while
at the same time a due regard is had to the differences in